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CHECKING THE FACTS 


Examining the claims of Nodaway County Sheriff candidates 


ANDREW WEGLEY 
Managing Editor | @andrewwegley 


KENDRICK CALFEE 
News Editor | @calfee_kc 


In the last several weeks, The 
Northwest Missourian has pub- 
lished in-depth political profiles of 
each candidate running for Nod- 
away County Sheriff, Republican in- 
cumbent Randy Strong and former 
sheriff Darren White, a Democrat, 
who have each made claims about 
their opponent in interviews with 
The Missourian and in campaign ad- 
vertisements and social media posts. 

White, of course, served as the 
county’s sheriff for two terms af- 
ter first winning the office in 2008. 
He was unseated by Strong in 2016 
and is seeking the office again af- 
ter four years of life away from law 
enforcement and the public eye at 
large, making this election unique, 
with two candidates each running 
for “reelection.” 

As we aim to do with every 
topic we report on, The Missouri- 
an is committed to bringing accu- 
rate, verified reporting to serve as a 
buffer in what seems to be the most 
contentious election in Maryville 
and the county as a whole. 

With less than a month until 
Nov. 3, when area voters will head 
to the polls — or mail in ballots — 
to decide who will serve as the face 
of law enforcement in Nodaway 
County for the next four years, we 
hope our reporting might provide 
unmatched insight on the candi- 
dates and their claims. In our best 
attempt to provide that insight, we 
fact-checked some key claims each 
candidate has made about them- 
selves and their opponent. Here is 
what we found: 


You have a Sheriff’s Office now 
who, you know, in the first three 
years of the administration, almost 
doubled their budget — increased 
it by almost a million dollars. And 
my opponent has — I know that 
he’s been on social media saying 
that that’s not true, that it’s all 
grants and things like that. Well, it 
is true.” 

-DARREN WHITE 


This is misleading. 


While it’s accurate the Nodaway 
County Sheriff’s Office, jail and 
911 budgets — all of which are 
overseen by the sheriff — have 
increased in Strong’s tenure, new 
accounting software accounts for 
most of the perceived increase in 
spending. The three budgets grew 
by a total of $718,180 from the end 
of 2016 to the end of last year. But 
budget records indicate $579,928 of 
that increase — more than 80% — 
can be attributed to new accounting 
software that shifted line items like 
employee insurance costs from the 
county’s general fund to the sher- 
iff’s office’s annual budget. These 
costs were already being covered 
by Nodaway County taxpayers and 
will largely remain the same re- 
gardless of who is sheriff. 


Before I took office, it was 30 years 
of catering to people’s egos, to the 
point where our radio equipment 
was falling apart. The consolidated 
911 center was a campaign goal of 
mine, and we did it.” 


-RANDY STRONG 
This is mostly true. 


Forming and implementing what is 
now called the Northwest Region- 
al Communications Center, which 
includes dispatch for Maryville 
Public Safety and Nodaway Coun- 
ty was a project in the making for 
an extended period of time, total- 
ing over 30 years, officially. City 
leadership, former law enforcement 
agency heads and administrative is- 
sues all led to a drawn-out process 
for completing the project. During 
his time in office, Strong worked 
on issues on the sheriff’s office lev- 
el, allowing for the center to oper- 
ate within the new Maryville Pub- 
lic Safety Building. 


I made several campaign promises 
when I originally ran for office (in 
2008). And I fulfilled all of those 
promises, and one of those promises 
was that we would have people 
working around the clock every day 
of the week, which is something that 
had never happened here before. 
And I think that people deserve that. 
(The sheriff’s office has) kind of 
gone backwards, and they actually 
have days where they just decide to 
take (calls), and nobody’s really out 
there on the road.” 

-DARREN WHITE 


This is false. 


According to comprehensive 
scheduling records dating back 
to January 2017 provided to The 
Missourian by the sheriff’s office, 
there has been at least one deputy 
on duty in Nodaway County around 
the clock since Strong took office. 
More than 50 pages of timesheets 
show deputies work 12-hour patrol 
shifts, most often beginning at ei- 
ther 6 a.m. or 6 p.m. — a change 
from White’s tenure, when deputies 
worked 10-hour shifts. 


(In the previous administration) 
there was a monthly, if not weekly, 
physical encounter with inmates 
and staff.” 

-RANDY STRONG 


This lacks evidence. 


Though multiple sources confirm 
accounts of physical encounters at 
the jail, the encounters are not ex- 
plicitly defined. The physical en- 
counters could include a variety of 
definitions, and there is a varying 
amount of time between incidenc- 
es provided. 


More claims fact checked online: 


Randy Strong claims the county 
was being sued over jail operations. 


Darren White claims police pres- 
ence has decreased since Randy 
Strong stepped in as sheriff. 
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Maryville to add 
microbrewery in 
downtown district 


KENDRICK CALFEE 
News Editor | @calfee_kc 


Maryville is adding a couple 
more elements to its repertoire of 
small businesses, both for the av- 
erage local shopper and beer en- 
thusiasts alike. 

Black Pony Brewing Company 
is a microbrewery coming soon to 
downtown Maryville. The company 
is the latest of two small business- 
es in Maryville getting their start 
following a lengthy planning and 
approval process. After months of 
drafting plans and gathering a team 
of partners, the owners have begun 
redevelopment on the building that 
will house the brewery. 

Part owner Stephanie Camp- 
bell said the building, which for- 
merly housed a non-denomination- 
al church called “The Hub,” is be- 
ing stripped down and given a com- 
pletely new style and appearance. 

The building will be reworked 
to include a restaurant, bar and its 
brewery components within the 
7,200 square feet the building has 
to offer. Other features that can be 
seen in a finished project render- 
ing include outdoor seating and 
residential components on the sec- 
ond floor. 

With $750,000 in private invest- 
ment, the project is aiming for com- 
pletion by April 2021. 

“We pulled the trigger on a pretty 
big investment in the middle of pret- 
ty much utter chaos with an election 
year and a pandemic,” Campbell 
said. “It’s been interesting.” 


For Campbell and her partners, 
it has been rewarding, but challeng- 
ing nonetheless, to get plans final- 
ized and create a realistic timeline 
with COVID-19’s continued im- 
pact on the greater Maryville area. 

With the nuance of process, the 
brewery has been a year long ven- 
ture. But the four owners, Steph- 
anie Campbell, her fiance Kent 
Yount, Brandon Jensen and Jen- 
iffer Jensen, were able to sit in the 
Maryville City Hall chambers Oct. 
12 and gain approval from the may- 
or and council to go forward with 
the building process. 

Small business, though, was not 
a new avenue for the owners and 
partners in Four Horsemen Prop- 
erties LLC. Campbell also owns 
Blue Willow Boutique, a local busi- 
ness that opened a second location 
in St. Joseph, Missouri, a year ago, 
and White Elm Mercantile, anoth- 
er brand new business for Maryville 
that will open its doors Oct. 15. 

Investing in both a brewery and 
an independent retail store dur- 
ing an economic struggle, Camp- 
bell said some of her peers ques- 
tioned her, wondering if it made fi- 
nancial sense. 

“Most people think I’m crazy, 
and I’m not sure I’m not,” Camp- 
bell said through a chuckle. 

But for everyone sharing part 
ownership of the brewery, it ended 
up making more sense than turning 
down an opportunity to enrich the 
Maryville community. 

The owners of Black Pony 
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Construction begins for a new microbrewery in Maryville located at 101 E. 4th Street. The Black Pony Brewing 
Company aims to be ready for operation in April 2021. 


Brewing Company have more to 
gain from their new business than 
money; Campbell said building up 
the community was their primary 
goal when decision making. 

Several Maryville City Coun- 
cil members showed their support 
of the microbrewery on social me- 
dia following the Oct. 12 meeting. 
City Councilman Tye Parsons took 
to Facebook and said the project 
was exciting to see, congratulating 
those involved. 

The owners operate under the 
name Four Horseman LLC and 
went on to name the brewery Black 
Pony Brewing Company in respect 
to the long history of race horse ties 
in the Maryville community. 

“Rather than it being anoth- 
er University-themed thing, we 
wanted to kind of play on some of 


the other historical ties and signif- 
icance we have in this communi- 
ty,” Campbell said. “A lot of people 
don’t know about the horses side of 
it, but it’s prominent.” 

It took the owners months to de- 
velop the name, but it eventually 
morphed into “Black Pony Brew- 
ing.” The theme of horses will con- 
tinue as the company operates, as 
naming beers in accordance to that 
theme is a goal. 

The small business will see gen- 
erous tax incentive, with 100% tax 
abatement for the first 10 years 
and up to 50% for the following 15 
years on property at their location. 
This was passed through the state 
of Missouri’s Chapter 353 Program 
through the city, which incentivis- 
es redevelopment of areas consid- 
ered “blighted” areas. 


Northwest Missouri’s oldest and largest 
ma Daan a eso operated bank. 
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City Councilwoman Rachael 
Martin said at the Oct. 12 City 
Council meeting that in the climate 
of COVID-19, and she is excited 
about the project. 

“This is a very clear positive 
for the whole community,” Mar- 
tin said. 

Reflecting the same sense of 
gratitude back to the city coun- 
cil, mayor, and various other staff, 
Campbell repeated herself a few 
times reiterating that opportunities 
like Black Pony Brewing is why 
she loves to call Maryville home. 

“We are really fortunate to 
have both a city council and a 
city manager who are progres- 
sive,” Campbell said. “They’ve 
really led a strong charge on un- 
derstanding downtown as the 
heart of our community. 
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District continues meal program 


SIDNEY LOWRY 
Missourian Reporter | @sidney_lowry 


Maryville R-II School District 
is offering free breakfast and lunch 
to all children in the community 
ages 1-18. 

Due to changes in school that 
have been brought on by the CO- 
VID-19 pandemic, the Seamless 
Summer Option has been extended 
by the U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture until Dec. 31, using Congres- 
sionally appropriated funds. 

This allows any child in the dis- 
trict, regardless if they go to school 
or not, to have the opportunity for a 
free breakfast and lunch. 

Before approval of the SSO, in 
the first eight days of September, 
the district was using the Nation- 
al School Lunch Program and was 
reimbursed $10,534.50. After being 
approved, the SSO program started 
in the district Sept. 14. 

For the remaining 12 days of the 
month, the district claimed 8,110 
lunches and 1,646 breakfasts for 
$34,006.83, more than tripling the 
money they received from the pre- 
ceding eight school days. 

Assistant Superintendent Steve 
Klotz manages the food service 
program for the school district and 
submits claims for reimbursement 
of meals given to students. 

“We started the month with the 
NSLP because you have students 
who qualify for free lunch, reduced 


lunch and those who pay full price,” 
Klotz said. “When we claimed each 
month there was a certain level of 
reimbursement for a free meal, re- 
duced meal and for a full-priced 
meal. With this current SSO, ev- 
ery student is being claimed as free 
with a full reimbursement.” 

Students at the Elementary and 
middle school level go to school 
five days a week and are offered the 
opportunity to now have both a free 
breakfast and lunch while they are 
at school during the day. 

Students at the high school attend 
hybrid classes, so on the days they 
go to classes in person, they pick up 
their meals for the upcoming day 
from 2:45-3:30 p.m. after school 
ends. With every meal students take 
during these in-person classes or hy- 
brid classes, they are claimed as a 
free meal from the district. 

“T think it’s a great opportunity 
that we are able to provide to our 
community and our student popu- 
lation, but I would like to see more 
community members who have 
children who are not school age 
or do not attend our school, taking 
advantage of the change to get this 
food,” Klotz said. 

The Cafe to Go is served Mon- 
day through Thursday to any mem- 
ber of the community for chil- 
dren ages 1-18 on the west side of 
Maryville High School between 
8:15 a.m. and 9:15 a.m. If someone 
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Jim Obergefell speaks to the crowd Oct. 13 at the Ron Houston Center for 
the Performing Arts. Obergefell was the plantiff whose case in 2015 guaran- 
teed the right to same-sex marriage for all Americans. 
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plans on picking up meals for more 
than three people, they can ask for 
more meals in an email ahead of 
time at cafetogo@maryviller2.com, 
so they can have it prepared in time. 

“The State of Missouri and the 
Department of Elementary and Sec- 
ondary Education put out informa- 
tion in early September that the 
USDA was making funds avail- 
able to states to encourage local 


districts to provide this opportuni- 
ty for students. Last spring when 
we shut down school in the mid- 
dle of March the USDA made this 
program available so that we could 
feed students that were not attend- 
ing school. They recognize that for 
many students the food service pro- 
gram is an excellent opportunity for 
them to receive a healthy and nu- 
tritious breakfast and lunch. The 
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Maryville R-II School District is offering free breakfast and lunch for children ages 1-18 within the district. The Cafe 
to Go is available Monday through Thursday between 8:15 a.m. and 9:15 a.m. at Maryville High School. 


USDA made money available to 
states, then states encouraged dis- 
tricts to apply to participate in this 
program, so we as a district filled 
out the appropriate applications and 
materials for the state of Missouri 
in order to operate this program. 


FULL STORY ONLINE: 
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Lead plaintiff in Supreme 
Court case shares story 


SAMANTHA COLLISION 
News Reporter | @sammiecollision 


Before Jim Obergefell’s part- 
ner of 19 years was diagnosed with 
ALS, he didn’t anticipate leaving 
behind his previous life to be an 
activist, and he definitely did not 
expect to have his name associat- 
ed with a historic moment for LG- 
BTQ+ rights. 

While he considers his first step 
into activism to be an accident, ev- 
ery mile of that journey since has 
been wholly intentional. 

Originally scheduled to come 
to campus in March but delayed 
because of COVID-19, Obergefell 
spoke at Northwest Oct. 13 with 
the intention of sharing a story of 
love, loss and hope. However, re- 
cent statements from two Supreme 
Court justices suggesting the court 
overturn the case he gave up his ca- 
reer for imbued more of a fighting 
spirit into his story. 

Obergefell was the lead plaintiff 
in Obergefell v. Hodges, the land- 
mark civil rights case that legal- 
ized same-sex marriage nationwide 
in 2015. Late Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsberg was a part of the major- 
ity in the 5-4 decision, and while 
the judge who may fill her shoes re- 
fuses to say where her vote would 
fall if a case that would overturn 
the 2015 decision came before her, 
Amy Coney-Barrett’s use of the 
term “sexual preference” raised the 
hackles of LGBTQ+ rights activists 
like Obergefell. 

Though Coney-Barrett later 
apologized for using the term, ac- 
tivists are still on edge since Oct. 
5. Supreme Court Justice Clarence 


Thomas wrote on behalf of himself 
and Justice Samuel Alito in a state- 
ment regarding the court’s refusal 
to hear a case brought forward by 
Kim Davis that Obergefell v. Hodg- 
es has caused “ruinous consequenc- 
es for religious liberty” and should 
be overturned. 

Davis, a former county clerk in 
Kentucky, was sued for refusing to 
issue marriage licenses to same- 
sex couples and petitioned the Su- 
preme Court to hear her case, which 
it refused. 

“T have some news for Ms. Bar- 
rett: it is not sexual preference 
because that implies a choice,” 
Obergefell said in his opening re- 
marks. “There is no choice for our 
sexual orientation or gender iden- 
tity; it just is. ... I didn’t prefer 
to love John. I simply fell in love 
with John, almost as if I was born 
to do it.” 

Obergefell, the youngest of six 
children in a Catholic household, 
said he was fortunate to be accept- 
ed by his family when he came out 
while attending graduate school. 
However, the shame and fear sur- 
rounding his sexuality that was 
omnipresent for him in Cincinna- 
ti, Ohio, during and shortly after 
the AIDS crisis, nearly kept him 
from dating and later marrying 
John Arthur. 

In his years seeking his under- 
graduate degree, he first met Ar- 
thur at a bar, drinking a gin and ton- 
ic, and the two parted ways. They 
met again at the same bar over the 
same drink years later, but Arthur 
did not ask him out. 

“We didn’t fall in love at first 


sight,” Obergefell said. “We fell in 
love at third sight.” 

The two reconnected at a New 
Year’s party a couple months lat- 
er, and from then on, they were to- 
gether for 19 years, until one day, 
Arthur started walking heavily on 
one foot. A whirlwind of doctor’s 
visits and tests later, Arthur was 
diagnosed with ALS, also known 
as Lou Gehrig’s disease, for which 
there is no cure. 

Over the course of two years, 
Arthur lost more and more mobili- 
ty until he was entirely bedridden. 
Unable to bear sending Arthur into 
hospice care, Obergefell became 
Arthur’s full-time caregiver. 

The Supreme Court ruled June 
23, 2013, in United States v. Wind- 
sor that the Defense of Marriage 
Act was unconstitutional. That 
same day, Obergefell and Arthur 
decided to get married. 

Though they had always want- 
ed to get married, Obergefell said 
they refused to have a marriage in 
symbolism only. They wanted it to 
come with all the protections and 
recognition that opposite-sex mar- 
rlages received. 

The pair married July 11, 2013, 
in a chartered medical jet on the tar- 
mac in Maryland. Five days later, at- 
torney Al Gerhardstein pointed out to 
Obergefell that although they were 
married, the state of Ohio would not 
recognize their marriage and Arthur’s 
death certificate would indicate that 
he was never married. Three days 
later, the two sued the state of Ohio. 


FULL STORY ONLINE: 
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Re-Elect 
SHERIFF 
STRONG 


Current Sheriff, Randy Strong, is proud to 
have kept these promises and more: 


¢ The Northwest Missouri Major Case Squad has been reestablished 


* Staff successfully investigated: violent crimes, murders against the elderly, 
sexual assaults against children, drug distribution, and arson, leading to criminal 


prosecutions 


¢ A full time, DARE certified, school resource officer’s shifts are dedicated to our 


rural schools 


¢ Sheriff Strong is an active member of Sexual Assault Response Team (SART) 


Vote November 3rd 


for the experiened and 
bi-partisan supported 


Sheriff, Randy Strong 


Paid for by the Committee to Elect Randy Strong, Sheila Smail Treasurer 
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County sees absentee voting surge 


MADELINE MAPES 
News Reporter | @MadelineDMapes 


Although mail-in ballots have 
proven useful for many, few Nod- 
away County citizens have requested 
them compared to absentee ballots. 

According to statistics from the 
Nodaway County Circuit Clerk’s 
office, as of Oct. 7, 39 mail-in bal- 
lots have been requested out of 883 
ballots solicited for either absentee, 
mail-in or walk-in voting. 

Of those 39 requested ballots, 14 
have been returned. These numbers, 
however, are subject to change as 
the deadline for requesting mail-in 
ballots arrives on Oct. 21. 

Additionally, there have been 582 
absentee ballots requested and 344 
of those ballots have been returned. 

County Clerk Melinda Patton 
and her office gathered the number 
of people requesting, the number 
of sent out and number of returned 
mail-in ballots. 

The number of mail-in ballots in 
all of these categories is relatively 
low in comparison to other forms 
of voting. 

“A mail-in is what anybody can 
request who, essentially, doesn’t 
want to go to the polls on Election 
Day but has no absentee reason to 
vote absentee,” Patton said. 

Patton and her office are in charge 
of organizing and running elections. 
She said this year has been extreme- 
ly busy because she has had to put to- 


gether four different elections. 

The number of absentee ballots 
is also subject to change as the pres- 
idential election draws closer. 

Patton said she has the absentee 
ballots categorized as “permanent,” 
“COVID-19” or “other.” Perma- 
nent absentee voters are people who 
are not capable of getting to the 
polls because of age or disability. 

People concerned about con- 
tracting the coronavirus can use 
this excuse to request an absen- 
tee ballot. 

Patton explained that she was 
not obligated to keep track of how 
many people request an absentee 
ballot because of COVID-19, but 
she wanted to anyway. 

According to statistics provid- 
ed by the Patton’s office, 264 ab- 
sentee ballots have been request- 
ed marking the COVID-19 excuse, 
and 179 of those have been returned 
to the office. 

“The reason I’m keeping track of 
that is that I kind of want to see how 
many people are using that as a rea- 
son to vote absentee,” Patton said. 

She noted that this was mostly out 
of her curiosity since the way elec- 
tions are run changed when it became 
obvious the pandemic would contin- 
ue through the elections. 

The last category for requesting 
an absentee ballot is “other,” which 
can be checked if someone is work- 
ing on Election Day, can’t be there 


for religious reasons or for any oth- 
er excuse that may not be listed as 
the seven main excuses provided on 
the application of the absentee bal- 
lot application. 

Although absentee ballots are 
used more so than mail-in ballots, 
freshman digital media major OI- 
ivia Bradshaw requested and vot- 
ed with a mail-in ballot. 

Bradshaw said she requested a 
ballot the week of Sept. 21 but just 
submitted her ballot the week of 
Oct. 5. She said that she got her sig- 
nature notarized at the Internation- 
al Involvement Center in the B.D. 
Owens Library. 

“T think you can trust it and it’s 
safe,” Bradshaw said. “I heard from 
others that it is safe and you should 
still do it.” 

Although Bradshaw noted that 
she had problems with her voter 
registration and receiving her ballot 
in the mail, she still advocated for 
people to vote with a mail-in ballot. 

Patton said there are many lo- 
cations across the community in- 
cluding the county clerk’s office, 
the Greater Maryville Chamber 
of Commerce, the Maryville Pub- 
lic Library and any of the banks in 
the community. 

Patton expects to see several 
requests for ballots and the rush 
of returned ballots as the dead- 
line for requesting mail-in ballots 
draws closer. 


883 ballots were requested in Nodaway 
County. Of those, 620 ballots were returned. 
Heres how the requests break down. 
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COVID cases rising again at Northwest, in county 


ANDREW WEGLEY 
Managing Editor | @andrewwegley 


When he answered the phone at 
the Nodaway County Health Depart- 
ment Oct. 14, Tom Patterson, who is 
rarely the department employee to 
greet callers on the other line, had 
not yet collected his thoughts. 

The department’s administrator 
has watched the pace of new CO- 
VID-19 cases in the county con- 
tinue to uptick over the last sever- 
al weeks, and a day before he an- 
swered the phone call, his depart- 
ment posted a press release with 
grim new findings: 34 county res- 
idents tested positive for the virus 
Oct. 12, the highest single-day to- 
tal since late August. 

It wasn’t that long ago when 
Patterson, always optimistic, said 
the county seemed to be “turning 
a corner” as COVID-19 cases con- 
tinued to fall. The seven-day roll- 
ing average for new cases in the 
county dropped down to around 
five, where it stayed for much of 
mid-September. The active case 
count in Nodaway County dropped 
as low as 50 Sept. 22. The count 
among Northwest staff and stu- 
dents, which drove the surge of cas- 
es in the county in late August, hit a 
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semester-long low of seven active 
cases in early October. 

But now, every figure measur- 
ing the pandemic’s grasp on Nod- 
away County is trending upward 
again, leaving Patterson and the 
health department flustered, deal- 
ing with the latest rise in cases they 
hoped to avoid. 

“Tf I’m all over the place it’s 
because the cases are kind of all 
over,” Patterson said. “That’s real- 
ly what it is — I really don’t have a 
good idea, other than maybe we’re 
just, you know, getting a little wea- 
ry. It’s getting a little long in this. I 
don’t know.” 

Patterson said the rising number 
of cases, which have continued to 
increase for much of the last few 
weeks, could be attributed in part to 
a sort of COVID-19 fatigue. Resi- 
dents, he said, could be growing 
complacent in following the miti- 
gation efforts in place, now seven 
full months into the pandemic and 
two months removed from when 
Maryville City Council first passed 
the local mask ordinance. 

And the relaxation of mitiga- 
tion seems to be affecting every age 
group in the county now, after cas- 
es first started to rise in adults over 
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Meet at the Wesley Center at 10:40 am 
on Sundays for a ride to the 11 am worship 
EMAIL: PASTORKIM@MARYVILLEFUMC.ORG 
//FACEBOOK.COM/FUMCMARVYILLE 


we Join us for worship 
Sundays at 9 and 11 am 


660-582-4821 
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Northwest student Warren Birech continues to take COVID-19 precautions, 
wearing his mask on campus as he travels from class to class. 


the age of 30 two weeks ago. In the 
last week, the county has seen pos- 
itive cases in every age group, from 
the 0-9 age group to 90-99. 

The active case count in Nod- 
away County has ballooned from 
57 cases three weeks ago to 131 


CORNERS OF 1ST & MAIN, MARYVILLE, MO 
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The monks of Conception Abbey invite you to join 
them for prayer, just 20 miles east of Maryville. 
People of all faiths are always welcome. 


For a complete listing of our daily prayer schedule, 
visit www.conceptionabbey.org/guests. 
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www. Maryville HopeLCC.org 
660.582.3262 

Church Service is Sundays at 10 a.m. 

You are invited to COME AND 

JOIN OUR CHURCH FAMILY 


cases Oct. 14 — the latest avail- 
able data at the time of publication. 
The seven-day rolling average in 
the county has more than doubled 
in the same time frame, sitting at 
14.14 now. And cases at the Uni- 
versity, where the virus was nearly 
eradicated among the student pop- 


ulation two weeks ago, has risen 
slightly again, totaling 29 active 
cases Oct. 14. 

“Unfortunately after cases went 
down as we settled into the fall, 
maybe people did get a little com- 
placent,” Northwest Communica- 
tion Manager Mark Hornickel said 
in a phone call Oct. 14. “But, as 
a University, our message hasn’t 
changed. We’re still asking stu- 
dents and employees to follow the 
mitigation measures and be mindful 
of the effects of the virus on those 
around us.” 

With more than a month left in 
Northwest’s on-ground, in-person 
semester, which is set to end Nov. 
24, Hornickel emphasized that the 
University still isn’t yet out of the 
woods, with the threat of a COV- 
ID-19 outbreak always looming. 

Hornickel said the University 
could be forced to scale back on 
in-person events after hosting some 
in-person activities, including a 
scaled-down Homecoming parade, 
over the last several weeks. There 
are no imminent plans to cancel any 
scheduled events, though, he said. 


FULL STORY ONLINE: 
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CRIME LOG 


for the week of Oct. 15 


Northwest Missouri 
State University 
Police Department 


Oct. 11 

There was a closed 
investigation for five liquor law 
violations at Perrin Hall. 


Oct. 10 
There is an open investigation 
for stealing at Lot 41. 


Oct. 9 

There was a closed 
investigation for a liquor law 
violation at Franken Hall. 


Maryville Department 
of Public Safety 


Oct. 11 

A summons was issued to 
Dalton R.C. McDonell, 18, of 
Easton, Missouri, for minor in 
possession on the 300 block of 
North Market Street. 

A summons was issued 
to Javon M. Williams, 20, 
of Kansas City, Missouri, for 
careless and imprudent driving 
and excessive acceleration 
on the 500 block of North 
Buchanan Street. 


Oct. 10 

A summons was issued 
to Mitchell D. Lamar, 20, for 
minor in possession on the 100 
block of West Seventh Street. 


Oct. 9 

A summons was issued 
to Emily M. Boyd, 17, of 
Kearney, Missouri, and 
Kennedy G. Corte, 20, of 
Kansas City, Missouri, for 
minor in possession and 
Hannah L. Gray, 19, for minor 
in possession, possession of a 
fake |.D. and having an open 
container on the 300 block of 
North Market Street. 

A summons was issued 
to Robert W. Hutton, 21, for 
driving while intoxicated and 
careless and imprudent driving 
on the 400 block of North 
Walnut Street. 


Oct. 8 

A summons was issued 
to Logan R. Stickler, 22, of 
Skidmore, Missouri, for failure to 
maintain financial responsibility 
and speeding on the 200 block 
of West South Avenue. 
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Active Minds represented its organization in the Homecoming parade Oct. 9. The next day the organization teamed up with Psi Chi and the Behavioral Sci- 
ences Association Oct. 10 to host a walk for mental health awareness. 


Active Minds hosts awareness walk 


WESLEY MILLER 
News Reporter | @Wesleymiller360 

The Northwest Active Minds or- 
ganization teamed up with Psi Chi 
and the Behavioral Sciences Asso- 
ciation Oct. 10 to walk for mental 
health awareness. 

The three groups met at the 
Fine Arts Building on campus and 
walked the 3.1-mile Bearcat trail 
together. The event aimed to allow 
participants to share their own sto- 
ries, as well as have an open, friend- 
ly discussion about mental health. 

Brooke Christianson, junior and 
co-event coordinator for Active 
Minds, said she hopes the walk will 
motivate people to speak up when 
they see others struggling. 

“We hope the walk gives stu- 
dents the opportunity to freely par- 
ticipate in conversations about 
mental health and to erase the stig- 
ma that surrounds tough discus- 
sions with mental health,” Chris- 
tianson said. 


Cayla Vertreese, junior and pres- 
ident of Active Minds, also said that 
events like these would hopefully 
break the stigma around mental illness 
and create an open and safe environ- 
ment for people to have discussions. 

Vetreese said that a walk as the 
center of the event is to emphasize 
how physical health goes with men- 
tal health. 

“Your mental health is just as 
important as your physical health,” 
Vertreese said. 

Vertreese said the group of stu- 
dents provided a sense of solidar- 
ity and that it was nice to be sur- 
rounded by people with the same 
goals and ideals. 

Adam Stricker, senior and pres- 
ident of Psi Chi, said he believed it 
is really about having a strong sup- 
port system. 

After Active Minds paired up 
with Psi Chi for a movie night last 
year, they decided to work togeth- 
er again for this event. 

“We paired up with Psi Chi and 


Your mental 

health is just as 
importnant as your 
physical health.” 
-CAYLA VERTREESE 


the Behavioral Sciences Associa- 
tion because we share similar ideals 
and would love to get as many peo- 
ple involved as possible,” Chris- 
tianson said. 

Due to COVID-19, Christianson 
said they ran into conflicts when 
setting up the event.. 

After considering what would 
work to keep everyone safe and 
social distant, they decided that a 
walk was the best and safest option. 

The walk was beneficial to orga- 


Cire, 


nizers because it was set up to al- 
low for virtual participation, which 
is especially important right now. 

“They can walk at home, walk 
at the gym, walk with us around 
campus or even just support men- 
tal health via social media. It’s also 
really beneficial to mental health 
because it’s a good way to practice 
self-care,” Christianson said. 

Christianson said the group fol- 
lowed the University’s mitigation 
policies and added a few precau- 
tions of their own. 

Masks were mandatory for all 
participants to ensure their safety. 
As an extra step of precaution, they 
split up into two groups in order to 
have less people around each oth- 
er at one time. 

This event was planned in or- 
der to participate on World Men- 
tal Health Day. The National Alli- 
ance of Mental Illness holds mul- 
tiple events on this day, which in- 
cludes the hope walk that Active 
Minds hosted. 


EASY ORDERING AWAIT 


$1 Off first order using promo code: BEARCAT 


OPINION 


| can afford 
to not 

care about 
politics 


NATHAN ENGLISH 
Opinion Editor 
@nathan_3nglish 


I have learned a lot in my pub- 
lic education career from gov- 
ernment and history classes. I 
can recite the three branches of 
the U.S. government with ease 
as well as their responsibilities. 

I know the fourth amendment of 
the U.S. Constitution. I even re- 
member many arbitrary and in- 
consequential details that link the 
Kennedy and Lincoln assassi- 
nations. However, the one thing 
that stands out to me through all 
the quizzes, tests, lectures and 
class debates is that I, as a mid- 
dle class, white, male, can afford 
to not care about politics. 

That previous statement 
sounds callous to some and ig- 
norant to others, but that doesn’t 
make it any less true. I, of course, 
care about politics. I devour news 
stories on the politics and cur- 
rent events, try and stay involved 
in local issues and regularly dis- 
cuss politics with my friends, but 
my privileges — specifically as a 
white male — make this more of 
a hobby than a necessity. 

My race or ethnicity has never 
been labeled as subhuman by the 
founding document of our coun- 
try. The founder’s had the audaci- 
ty to say that all men were created 
equal right before labeling an en- 
tire race of people as 60% percent 
of a person. 

My gender hasn’t needed the 
approval of an entirely differ- 
ent group of people to vote over- 
whelmingly to give me a basic 
democratic right, and my gen- 
der has never been considered the 
property of my spouse. 

I haven’t hoped that the next 
Supreme Court appointment will 
allow me to marry or adopt. 

My parents and grandparents 
haven’t been labeled as an enemy 
of the state because of my ethnic- 
ity and sent to internment camps 
because they are a descendant of 
America’s enemy. 

My older relatives haven’t 
waited with bated breath as a Su- 
preme Court case determined 
whether they were equal to white 
men. No governing body has 
made the decision that yes, I can 
in fact eat at the same restaurant, 
use the same water fountain and 
attend the same schools as others. 

I, as a Christian, am rarely, if 
ever, equated to the worst of “fol- 
lowers” of my religion and la- 
beled a terrorist and danger to so- 
ciety. I have not been banned 
from entering a country because 
of the acts of a few. I haven’t had 
my place of worship threatened 
by the government because it 
“breeds hatred,” and the president 
has never suggested that because 
of my faith I need to register in a 
national database. 

I’m not three times more likely 
to be killed by the police. I don’t 
need massive protests to make the 
simple statement that my life mat- 
ters, and I don’t have mandato- 
ry minimum sentences that dis- 
proportionately affect people with 
my skin tone. 

A knot doesn’t form in my 
stomach and I don’t get the bitter 
taste of adrenaline in my mouth 
every time I pass a cop car or con- 
federate flag. 

I haven’t been told to go back 
to my home country while shop- 
ping for groceries, and the presi- 
dent has never referred to immi- 
grants from my home country as 
“rapists and drug dealers.” 
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It's ano brainer. 
Get a flu vaccine! 


OUR VIEW: 


GET YOUR FLU SHOT 


CHRIS YOUNG | NW MISSOURIAN 
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Prevent possible ‘twindemic, protect others 


While many are worrying about hav- 
ing to wear a mask and whether or not 
the vaccine for the coronavirus will be 
ready in time and safe, another virus is 
about to begin rearing its ugly head. We 
are about to enter flu season while still 


San Francisco. 


expert at the University of California 


In anormal year, it is an easy decision 
to get the flu vaccine. It’s safe and the 
best method we have available for pro- 
tecting against the virus. Now it’s even 


While the message may seem to be 


getting stale at this point, it’s worth re- 


peating. It’s going to take all of us. The 
more people that get a flu vaccine from 
University Wellness, the more people 

are protected from the flu. With the ex- 


being in the midst of the coronavirus 
pandemic, which means taking precau- 
tions against the flu is as crucial as ever. 

Luckily for Northwest students, the 
Wellness Center will be offering flu vac- 
cines for a grand total of no money. 

The flu has been in the headlines 
even out of its season because there are 
some — President Donald Trump among 
them — who downplayed COVID-19 
by equating it to the flu. It’s clearly not, 
considering it is a completely different 
virus that has killed more people in the 
U.S. this year than the flu did in the last 
five years combined. 

Even though it is not as fatal as CO- 
VID-19, that doesn’t mean it can be ig- 
nored. The flu, while a minor incon- 
venience to most college students, can 
prove fatal for the very young and el- 
derly. Around 40 to 50 million people 
a year contract the flu in the U.S. said 
Dr. Charles Chiu, an infectious disease 


more critical than ever with the corona- 
virus still raging in the U.S. 

You do not want to stack respirato- 
ry illnesses, which is why protecting 
against the flu is so critical. Doctors do 
not yet know how the flu could affect 
COVID-19 cases, but they know it won’t 
be good. Dr. Anthony Fauci, perhaps the 
most recognizable doctor in America — 
sorry, Dr. Phil — has said we are in for a 
“rough winter” with COVID-19 and that 
it is crucial that people get the flu vac- 
cine in the middle of October. 

The possibility of a “twindemic” is 
very real and could lengthen the amount 
of time that we are dealing with COV- 
ID-19. Hospitals in many areas of the 
country are being overwhelmed by the 
coronavirus alone, add the 800,000 or 
so flu hospitalizations that come with 
flu season on top of that, and it will only 
push our nation’s healthcare system fur- 
ther into crisis. 


ception of some rare allergies and being 
younger than six months old, getting the 
flu vaccine is a true no-brainer. 

Wellness Services will be hosting free 
flu clinics from 10 a.m. to | p.m. Oct. 15 
and Oct. 16 in Meeting Room B of the 
J.W. Jones Student Union. Flu vaccines 
will also be available by appointment at 
the Wellness Center. 

Wellness Services isn’t the only op- 
tion for getting your flu shot, but it is by 
far the cheapest. Maryville Hy-Vee is of- 
fering flu shots for $42.99, without in- 
surance, with 20 cents towards your fuel 
saver card. The Nodaway County Health 
Department is offering the vaccine for 
$20 without insurance. 

If you are willing to put on a mask 
to protect others you should be will- 
ing to get a vaccine to protect others. If 
you don’t believe in either one of those 
things, take a hard look in the mirror. 


YOUR VIEW: 
Are you going to be 
getting a flu shot? 

ADDISON LONG 


Freshman 
Undecided 


“T will not be getting a flu shot 
because I never have before, and 
that’s mainly the reason.” 


THE STROLLER: 


EMILY HAPPY 
Junior 
Spanish 


“T’ve already gotten my flu shot be- 
cause I have asthma, so I think it’s a 
good way to protect myself. I’ve al- 
ways gotten my flu shot. It’s always 
been something I’ve done, and I 
know that if I get the flu even if I get 
the flu shot, then Ill be better off be- 
cause it won’t be as severe.” 


NATALIE DAVIS 
Freshman 
Elementary Education 


“Yes, I plan on getting a flu shot. 
I don’t know exactly when, but 
I think it’s important to do it to 
keep myself safe and everyone 
around me safe as well.” 


Your Bearcat is ready for the 


It’s already started. Leaves 
are turning and falling off the 
trees. Days are getting shorter and 
shorter with each one that passes. 

Hoodies and jackets are being 
whisked out of armoires in lieu 
of T-shirts and shorts. In some 
homes, the sounds of the season 
are already playing, even though 
it’s only mid-October. Yeah. I 
might be that person. 

Look, I’m not as idiotic as I 
seem. It’s been a long, hard, om- 
inous-looking year for all of us. I 
don’t care who you are; this pan- 
demic has got all of us searching 


for something to boost the mood 
and forget all the crap in our lives, 
even if only for a few minutes. 

The Christmas season brings 
that joy and solace to people ina 
way no other occasion or time of 
year can. Just think about it. Why 
delay the fun and good cheer when 
we need it now more than ever be- 
fore? 

If you’re anything like me, re- 
lying on your favorite holiday 
tunes acts as an escape from ev- 
eryday life. When Andy Williams 
or The Carpenters’ Christmas al- 
bums start playing, I’m instantly 


taken back to the carefree days of 
my youth, often reminiscing with 
a hot beverage in my hand and 
wishing there was a fireplace in 
front of me. 

Baking up some sugar cook- 
ies is another surefire way to get 
in the holiday mood, especially if 
you have red and green frosting or 
icing to boot. 

This seems obvious, but decora- 
tions are essential to helping spread 
that holiday cheer. It doesn’t have 
to be fancy or overdone, and your 
neighbors might hate you for it, but 
still, some garland and a small tree 


NOLAN LEWANDOWSKI 
Freshman 
Undecided 


“TI am going to be getting a flu 
shot because I have my whole 
life, and the year I didn’t get it, I 
actually ended up getting the flu.” 


holidays 


is better than nothing. 

Am I crazy? Maybe. Have I 
just used this space as an excuse 
to talk about the holidays a couple 
months ahead of schedule? Yes. 
Yes, I have. 

But between the decorations, 
treats, festive music and time 
spent with those you love and 
care for, am I in the wrong for 
saying it’s not too early? That, my 
friend, is for you to decide. 


The Stroller has been a tradition 
since [918 and does not reflect the 
views of The Northwest Missourian. 
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Starting this year, Northwest’s student teaching program shifted from a semester-long model to a full-school-year model to set them apart from other potential teaching candidates. 


Education majors dive into 
craft amid global pandemic 


ABIGAIL STARR 
News Reporter | @abbeystarr5 


ith numerous social distanc- 

ing measures in place, hun- 

dreds of thousands of kids 
are missing out on what they know 
as school, being taught a new way 
of learning. It’s now up to teachers 
to fill students’ days with enrich- 
ing material without compromis- 
ing their safety. 

Education majors in their final 
year at Northwest worked all sum- 
mer to prepare themselves for what 
the classroom would look like fol- 
lowing a nationwide shut down 
and thousands of students with- 
out routines. 

This year’s seniors entered the 
education program when North- 
west established the practice of a 
full school year of student teach- 
ing instead of one semester. 

Gregory Rich is an assistant 
professor in the school of educa- 
tion and director of field experi- 
ences, meaning he assists in facili- 
tating the student teaching experi- 
ence for elementary education ma- 
jors at Northwest. 

After 30 years of time, effort and 
energy invested in public schools, 
Rich became a Bearcat with the 
goal of helping to build future 
teachers. Rich said the full year of 
experience sets Bearcat teaching 
candidates apart from others. 

Rich remembers how unpre- 
pared the school of education was 
when Missouri schools were closed 
in April. Since then, he’s worked 
with other educators in the state to 
create a plan to maximize the ex- 
perience of future teachers. This 
led to the creation of TRIADs. A 
student teacher, university special- 
ist and cooperating teacher — the 
classroom teacher — work togeth- 
er to prepare student teachers for 
what to expect in COVID-19 class- 
rooms. This allows for faster prob- 
lem-solving and more solutions to 
be shared with other schools. 

There are over 100 teacher can- 
didates through Northwest work- 
ing across 80 school districts in four 
states this year. Rich commended 
those districts on their willingness 
to accept student teachers despite 
regulations to limit the number of 
people in the building. 

Troy Dunn, principal at Minnie 
Cline Elementary School in Savan- 
nah, Missouri, said Northwest stu- 
dent teachers have so much to bring 
to the table to keep students safe 
and on-track. 

“T don’t know where we’d be 
without their ability to take the right 
level of initiative and keep build- 
ing powerful relationships with stu- 
dents,” Dunn said. 

Northwest senior and student 
teacher Taylor Arthur is a member 
of the Minnie Cline faculty. The 
school has had as many as 33 stu- 


dents or teachers in quarantine at a 
time. Dunn has noticed the unique 
rapport Arthur and her cooperating 
teacher have created. Dunn said Ar- 
thur’s cooperating teacher can in- 
spire the students to complete any 
task despite the unique environ- 
ment children are in. 

Arthur said her ability to fill 
multiple roles allows her to priori- 
tize student’s emotional well-being 
over curriculum. 

“Some days I’m a social worker, 
a janitor, a friend, a mom, a counsel- 
or,” Arthur said. “You have to build 
data on what they’re achieving.” 

Arthur is a member of North- 
west’s Zeta Lambda chapter of Phi 
Mu, student teaching full time with 
a part-time job and assignments 
due weekly. 

She commutes an hour a day to 
Minnie Cline Elementary, teaching 
22 students for seven hours a day 
with no breaks for lunch or recess, 
as students eat in the classroom 
now. Many schools Northwest se- 
niors teach at cohort their rooms, 
meaning classes never interact 
with designated lunch and recess 
times. Minnie Cline has fenced off 
areas of their playground to main- 
tain distance. 

Dozens of schools across the 
state are following the same mit- 
igation efforts: washing hands of- 
ten, social distancing both indoors 
and outdoors, wearing a mask and 
staying home when sick. 

As of Oct. 11, 382,679 school- 
age children have contracted COV- 
ID-19, with 82 deaths since Febru- 
ary. Cases are down from July but 
still concerning to parents and edu- 
cators. Dunn said educating himself, 
his staff and his students has been 
the key to keeping numbers down. 

“It’s important reinforcing the 
importance and taking the profes- 
sional responsibility to wash your 
hands and distance when you’re 
even around faculty and always 
wear your mask,” Dunn said. 

Northwest senior Madison 
Young said the challenging experi- 
ence of COVID-19 only reaffirmed 
her decision to be a teacher. Young 
teaches first grade at Manchester 
Elementary School in Omaha, Ne- 
braska. She was impressed with her 
school’s mitigation measures, say- 
ing they did more than necessary to 
keep students and faculty safe. Se- 
nior education major Isabelle Gar- 
cia-Blackwell agreed. 

“T came up with an idea to 
make the face masks personal to 
the kids,” Garcia-Blackwell said. 
“Each of them took turns saying 
who they wear their masks for. 
They would say family members, 
friends, one said ‘the world.’” 

Assistant professor Travis 
Dimmitt said this ability is what 
sets Bearcat teaching candidates 
apart from other future educators. 
When freshmen enter the educa- 


tion school, one of the first skills 
they’re taught is how to manage 
student well-being before making 
lesson plans. Dimmitt said this pro- 
cess trains students’ brains to inte- 
grate children’s well-being in every 
step from then on. 

“T see them as freshmen and then 
as juniors and seniors later. I no- 
ticed such a growth in confidence 
and an even bigger want to be in the 
field,” Dimmitt said. 

Bearcat teachers had unique 
ways of finding their passion for 
teaching. Garcia-Blackwell grew 


up in a family of teachers. These 
people led her to get a degree in 
education. She’s specializing in 
mathematics education. She now 
has her own passion for molding 
young minds. 

“They say the smartest stuff,” 
Garcia-Blackwell said. “Seeing 
their minds work when you rephrase 
something or teach them a new way 
to do something is amazing.” 

Senior Katie Allen’s grandfa- 
ther taught at Northwest. Her par- 
ents were Bearcats when they met. 
When Allen’s father died the sec- 
ond semester of her freshman year, 
professors Jill Baker and Brian 
Swink prioritized Allen’s well-be- 
ing while being flexible with dead- 
lines on her assignments. Allen re- 
cently spoke with Baker and told 
her without Baker’s support and 
love she probably would probably 
have dropped out. 


eth Mika A ek 


“Without both, I would proba- 
bly not be on track to graduate let 
alone graduate with honors,” Al- 
len said. “They are irreplaceable 
human beings, two of Northwest’s 
absolute gems.” 

The soon-to-be educators are 
looking forward to having their 
own classrooms come fall of 2021 
and have hopes of an in-person 
graduation. The graduates will at- 
tain their master’s degrees with- 
in the next few years, focusing on 
establishing themselves in their 
districts early on. Dimmitt said 
he hopes this group will use the 
unique experience they’ve had this 
year to maximize their futures in 
the classroom. 

“Connection is still the most 
important thing,” Dimmitt said. 
“Right now, teachers are trying to 
build an airplane as it flies. It’s true 
commitment to the craft.” 


BETHANY CONLEY | NW MISSOURIAN 


Senior Taylor Arthur spends time after class preparing lesson plans and engaging activities for second graders at 
Minnie Cline Elementary School in Savannah, Missouri. 
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MHS bounced in first round of districts 


TRISTAN LYNCH 
Missourian Reporter | @NWMSports 

The Maryville soft- 
ball team looks to re- 
member the good mem- 
ories as the Spoof- 
hounds ended their season with a 
12-0 loss in five innings against the 
Macon Tigers in the first round of 
the Class 3 District 8 tournament 
Oct. 13. 

Maryville coach Chandra De- 
Mott is proud of all her players, 
despite the tough loss, and hopes 
that none of them look to spread 
any blame. Along with that, she 
hopes the Spoofhounds celebrate 
all the good wins and memories of 
this season. 

“T told them to make sure you 
remember the happy moments and 
memories of the season,” DeMott 
said. “Make sure that is what you 
hold on to, especially when ending 
your career, and just not putting any 
of the blame on just one person.” 

In the first inning, the Spoof- 
hounds mustered one hit via the 
bat of senior third basemen Morgan 
Wray. In the Tigers’ half of the first 
inning, they scored four runs off of 
an RBI double, along with a three- 
run home run. 

DeMott didn’t panic, as her girls 
have been in similar positions be- 
fore this season, and she reminded 
the team to not be worried. 

“It’s not the first game that we 
have been down,” DeMott said. 
“Even down four runs early on and 
being able to come back from that 
and attack again, but at that point, 
we weren’t really too concerned 
about it. I just told the girls to shake 
it off and control what they could.” 

The Spoofhounds continued to 
struggle at the plate as they finished 
the game with two hits and put one 
baserunner in scoring position. 

Maryville senior catcher Bri- 
ley Watkins continued to push her 
teammates to keep their heads up 
and attack every pitch. 

“Just keep your head up and 
just give it your all,” Watkins said 
to her teammates. “Just get the ball 


FANS 
CONTINUED FROM A10 


The Bearcats’ home debut is 
marked for Dec. 2 against Cen- 
tral Missouri, which gives Peter- 
son more than a month to figure out 
who will or won’t be in attendance. 
For now, he’s trying to figure out if 
fans will even have to worry about 
having something to watch. 

“The biggest intricacy is if we’re 
gonna have games or not; that’s the 
hardest one,” Peterson said. “When 
it comes down to testing and con- 
tact tracing, men’s and women’s 
basketball are contact sports, so 
it’s hard to separate if you have 
one positive test. ... In my opin- 
ion, it’s not even the number of 
fans that we can get in yet; it’s still 
trying to figure out if there’s gonna 
be a season.” 

The Bearcats are scheduled to 
start their season Nov. 19 against 
Northeastern State in Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma. Two weeks after that, 
Peterson is hopeful that Bearcat 
Arena will have fans to welcome 
the men’s and women’s teams to 
the court. 

“T think we’ll have fans of some 
sort. I feel really comfortable — 
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ADDALYNN BRADBURY | NW MISSOURIAN 


At their game against Lafayette, Maryville High School senior Shellby Copple pitches the ball. Both teams wore pink for Breast Cancer Awareness month. 


into play.” 

The Tigers continued to domi- 
nate on offense, tallying more than 
10 hits and scoring 12 runs. 

The Tigers struck out once, 
while also having five batters walk 
through four innings, forcing the 
Spoofhounds to rotate through 
three different pitchers. 

“Going into this game, we knew 
what Macon was capable of and we 


really talked about leaving it all 
on the field tonight,” DeMott said. 
“Going into the game, no one real- 
ly expected us to win, so we were 
going all in and did what we could.” 

Despite the high number of 
runs, Watkins still was proud of her 
pitchers and knew that they did all 
they could to keep it a close game. 

“T think they all pitched well,” 
Watkins said. “It’s just (Macon) 


Everybody wants sports. Everybody 
wants to see sports happen, we just 
gotta do our best to make sure it 


happens safely.” 


I say that now, it’s only Octo- 
ber 13th —I feel really comfort- 
able about getting our players and 
staff, the people that’d usually be 
on their pass list, really comfort- 
able about getting that pass list in,” 
Peterson said. 

“It’s gonna be a little less than 
200 people, I think, so we can do 
that pretty safely and easily. ... I 
think we’re getting close to a so- 
lution on that, but I think at some 


-ANDY PETERSON 


level we’ll have fans at this point. 
Obviously, all of that could change 
based on what’s going on.” 

Contrary to the beliefs of some, 
Peterson said people do want, and 
are working to get athletes back in 
action as soon as possible. 

“Everybody wants sports,” Pe- 
terson said. “Everybody wants to 
see sports happen, we just got- 
ta do our best to make sure it hap- 
pens safely.” 


was getting around the ball real- 
ly well and we couldn’t stop them 
from doing that. We were just try- 
ing to change up and changed up 
the pitches, but all my pitchers 
are pretty solid, so I’m very proud 
of them.” 

In the top of the fifth, the Spoof- 
hounds finished the game with three 
straight outs, effectively ending 
their season with a record of 6-11. 
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DeMott was proud of her seniors 
and their leadership and hoped that 
the underclassmen would embrace 
it. She also hoped her girls would 
never forget the family mentality. 

“We go into it together and we 
go down together, one ship,” De- 
mott said. “I just tried to make 
sure that they remember that fami- 
ly mentality.” 
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Maryville girls golf sends 
three to state tournament 


MORGAN GUYER 
Missourian Reporter | @NWMSports 


Maryville girls golf qualified 
three golfers for the MSHSAA 
Class 1 State Tournament after a 
third place team finish at the Class 
1 District 4 Tournament Oct. 12 at 
Mozingo Golf Course. 

Golf balls began finding the var- 
ious roughs and fairways around 
the par 72 Sechrest 18 at 9 a.m. Oct. 
12. The all-day odyssey known as 
18-hole golf had begun, with trips 
to the state tournament on the line. 
The windy conditions proved to be 
a challenge toward the already in- 
tricate course. 

Freshman Caylin Auffert, senior 
Lauren Padgitt and freshman Lau- 
ren Jaster are the three golfers who 
will now compete at the two-day 
tournament starting Oct. 19 at Para- 
dise Pointe in Smithville, Missouri. 

Auffert tied for third overall, 
shooting a 100. Her two pars on 
holes 11 and 15, which are two of 
the most difficult on the course, 
helped secure her place. She’ll 
head into her first state tournament 
following an impressive freshman 
year as the primary low scorer for 
the team. She’s found success at 
Mozingo this season, coming in 
first at two duels, as well as grab- 
bing a top-10 finish in the season- 
opening tournament. 

Padgitt shot a 107 to finish tied 
for ninth, while Jaster shot a 115 to 
grab a 17th place finish. Only the top 
18 players get a chance to advance 
to the state tournament, and Jaster 
finished four strokes off the cutline. 

Maryville shot a 449 as a team, 
with freshmen Ainsly Watkins and 
Casey Phillips rounding out the scor- 
ing with a 127 and 129, respective- 
ly. They both finished in the top 30 
to cap off the team’s performance. 

Coach Brenda Ricks was proud 
of her team for their performance. 


“T can’t tell you how proud I 
am of the entire team,” Ricks said. 
“It was a heartbreaker for the two 
that didn’t make it, but they will 
next year.” 

Ricks noticed how the girls’ 
practice work was able to translate 
to the course. 

“The girls were able to spend 
some time on the range where they 
could try different fixes,” Ricks 
said. “I wanted them to have as 
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many tools as they could to help 
with their course management.” 

Senior captain Padgitt now looks 
forward to the last stretch of her 
Spoofhound career, after a season of 
leadership over a young team. 

“With being the only senior on 
the team, leadership came easy 
to me,” Padgitt said. “I have had 
lots of experience playing for the 
Spoofhound golf team.” 

This leadership has played a vi- 
tal role in the teams success, with 
Padgitt showing many of the fresh- 
men the ropes to carry the team in 
the future. 

“I was able to teach some of the 
newcomers the practice rituals we 
have, such as putting drills and the 
right way to warm up on the range,” 
Padgitt said. “I was also able to tell 
the team how the courses at away 
matches would be, since I had 
played there in the past.” 

Padgitt looks to cap off a rather 
impressive senior season in style, 
participating in her first state tour- 
nament. She has been a good per- 
former for the team, consistently 
being the second lowest scorer for 
the Spoofhounds. She has four top 
20 finishes in tournaments and has 


EMILY LLOYD | NW MISSOURIAN 
Maryville High School girls golf team finished third at the Class 1 District 4 Tournament Oct. 12 at Mozingo Golf 
Course. The teams’ top three golfers qualified for the MSHSSA Class 1 State Tournament. 


finished second overall twice in du- 
els at Mozingo this season. 

“Tt was really important for me 
to make it to state in my final year 
of playing. I made it my ultimate 
goal to make it this far,” Padgitt 
said. “I believe state for me is the 
perfect ending to a great career and 
is the perfect beginning of a fantas- 
tic career for Caylin and Lauren.” 

While qualifying is an amazing 
accomplishment, Padgitt will still 
be looking to compete. She knows 
she has areas that need improve- 
ment in order to do that. 

“TI need to make sure I am lined 
up with my target before I hit the 
ball, otherwise it will go complete- 
ly in the wrong direction,” Padg- 
itt said. “Another part of my game 
that needs improvement is putting. 
This is the most critical part of the 
game and is where most strokes can 
come from.” 

Ricks has a simple message for 
the three girls before they wrap up 
the season. 

“T told them to go out and have 
fun. State is the icing on the cake,” 
Ricks said “The more they can re- 
lax and have fun down there, the 
better they will play.” 
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SPORTS 


Maryville 
OB makes 
choice on 
collegiate 
program 


CALVIN SILVERS 
Sports Reporter | @CalvinSilvers 


Maryville senior quarterback 
Ben Walker, who suffered a season- 
ending knee injury Week | against 
Blair Oaks, announced his com- 
mitment to the University of Cen- 
tral Missouri to play football Oct. 
6 via Twitter. 

Walker will be on the football 
field for Central, but his recruit- 
ment began on the basketball court 
in his junior year. 

“The Central Missouri recruit- 
er found me playing basketball 
while he was there for another kid,” 
Walker said. “From then on, we 
kept in touch.” 

Although Walker and the Cen- 
tral football staff kept in touch, 
Walker wasn’t officially offered a 
scholarship until July. However, 
Walker said he knew he wanted to 
be a Mule throughout high school. 

Walker felt the family atmo- 
sphere Central had to offer as 
coaches checked in weekly. They 
talked about news and events in 
Warrensburg, Missouri, Maryville 
and in Walker’s life. 

There were a lot more factors 
that made Central appealing to 
Walker, but mostly the rise among 
the ranks of the MIAA that Central 
has been on. 

“They’re an up-and-coming pro- 
gram, and I like where they are go- 
ing,” Walker said. “I just see a lot of 
potential in their staff and the play- 
ers they have.” 

In 2019, Central finished 11- 
2, which included an undefeated 
record at home. Central’s second 
loss came in the first round of the 
NCAA Division II Super Region 
Three bracket against No.1 seed 
Ferris State, which effectively end- 
ed their season. 

Walker elected to move away 
from home as opposed to playing for 
the hometown team. While North- 
west was practically in his back- 
yard, the Bearcats weren’t involved 
as much in his recruiting process. 

“T think UCM and I just clicked 
better,” Walker said. “Northwest 
never really kept in touch with me. 
It really wasn’t that hard of a deci- 
sion to make.” 

Central recruited Walker as a 
quarterback, but standing at 6 feet 
2 inches and weighing 185 pounds 
with a great deal of athleticism could 
land Walker at another position. 
Central coach Jim Svoboda men- 
tioned this to Walker, he said, but 
didn’t specify a specific position. 

Walker would love to see him- 
self as the leader for the Mule of- 
fense but wouldn’t be disappointed 
if he was moved elsewhere. 

“T just really love the game of 
football, and I love everything that 
goes into it,” Walker said. “Wherev- 
er they want to put me on the field of 
play, I'll do that to my best ability.” 

The entire recruitment was a 
cool experience for Walker, but he 
said he’ll never forget when he of- 
ficially visited Central’s campus. 

Walker enjoyed seeing the Cen- 
tral Missouri Athletic Hall of Fame, 
being shown the trophies Central 
has racked up in previous seasons, 
trying on uniform combinations, 
looking at facilities and having a 
meeting with all of the coaches. 

The night of Aug. 28, Walker 
strapped up for his last season with 
the Spoofhounds. During a year in 
which Walker wanted to continue 
to impress his future coaches, he 
instead saw his senior season end. 

The season-ending injury took 
place at Walter Stadium in Warrens- 
burg, Missouri, which serves as the 
future home for Walker. In atten- 
dance was Central staff, who wit- 
nessed their newest commit go down. 
Fearing the worst, the Central staff re- 
assured Walker, telling him they will 
keep their scholarship promise. 

“The coaches came and talked to 
me and my parents and said that if 
they wanted to watch me play my 
senior year and offered they would 
have, but they said they saw what 
they needed to see,” Walker said. 
“They just jumped the gun and of- 
fered. That’s really when I made 
up my mind that I wanted to go to 
UCM.” 
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Maryville 
to face 
Savannah 
on the road 


CALVIN SILVERS 
Sports Reporter | @CalvinSilvers 


Maryville football traveled to 
Kansas City, Missouri, for the sec- 
ond time this season Oct. 9, trying 
to secure its first win of the sea- 
son against a ranked opponent and 
avoid falling to a losing record. 

Class 4’s No. 6 Lincoln Col- 
lege Prep (4-2) saw Maryville (4- 
3) come onto its blue field with an 
energy not seen yet this season, and 
the Spoofhounds left with a crucial 
49-10 win under their belt. 

This week, the Spoofhounds 
will travel 30 minutes south on U.S. 
Route 71 Oct. 16 to face their ri- 
vals, the Savannah Savages (4-1). 

Maryville coach Matt Webb 
knows the importance of this Mid- 
land Empire Conference match- 
up and the stigma that arises when 
these two teams meet. 

“It’s one of those things that 
you grow up and they’re your ri- 
val just because of location,” Webb 
said. “When you’re a kid born in 
Maryville, you don’t like the kids 
that grow up 30 miles down south 
of you from the town you don’t 
mention. When you’re in Savan- 
nah, it’s the same thing.” 

Every year, players from 
Maryville and Savannah are hyped 
up to not only secure a win for their 
town, but to hoist the Highway 71 
trophy in the air after the game, 
claiming bragging rights until next 
year’s matchup. 

Last year, the Spoofhounds won 
28-14, which gave them a share of 
a MEC title that they eventually 
won outright. 

Maryville senior running back 
Connor Weiss, who saw the end 
zone once against Savannah last 
year, loves this time of the year. 

“Everybody loves Savannah 
week; we get to play them boys 
down the road and compete,” Weiss 
said. “That 71 trophy has been with 
us since 2012, and we don’t plan on 
losing that baby yet.” 

The Spoofhounds have out- 
scored the Savages by a combined 
score of 319-73 since 2012. How- 
ever, Savannah is looking to cap- 
italize as they’re rolling with the 
momentum they gained from their 
previous season. 

Savannah hired Kevin Kopecky 
as its new head coach in the offsea- 
son. Kopecky has a prior coaching 
record of 188-150, and his teams 
have made 20 state playoff appear- 
ances, 10 state semifinals and two 
state runner-up finishes. 

In 2019, Savannah finished 10-3, 
with its last loss coming in the Class 
3 quarterfinals against Odessa, who 
went on to win the state title. 

With some core players return- 
ing, Savannah has a roster filled with 
what Webb described as winners. 

“They’re very physical,” Webb 
said. “They’re a physical group on 
the line of scrimmage, and they’ Il 
get after you.” 

In the last three seasons, the 
Savages have found luck when 
playing at home. Savannah is a 
combined 9-3 when at home, those 
losses coming from Grain Valley 
and Maryville in 2018, and Excel- 
sior Springs this season. 

The Spoofhounds are not scared 
of the challenge posed by play- 
ing Savannah on the road. In fact, 
Maryville has played five of their 
seven games this year on the road. 

“We’re going to bring some in- 
sane Maryville Spoofhound ener- 
gy and do what we have to do to 
prepare to beat them on their home 
field,” Weiss said. “Last time we 
were there, we won 41-7 in a mud 
bowl. Hopefully we can repeat a 
score like that.” 

Against Lincoln College Prep 
last week, the Spoofhounds ignit- 
ed their offense, having nine differ- 
ent athletes get involved in the run 
game, and ended with a combined 
total of 396 yards rushing. 

To replicate that performance, 
Weiss knows they cannot afford a 
slow start and need to keep the pres- 
sure on the Savages. 

“We need to get off to a quick 
start and just keep rolling and exe- 
cuting on every play we run,” Weiss 
said. “Everyone needs to be all in 
so we can run a mixture of spread 
and wing-T like we have been and 
keep the defense worrying.” 


FULL STORY ONLINE: 
NWMISSOURINEWS.COM 


NOTABLES: 
- Week 1 Loss to 
Fort Hays 


- Loss in Division Il 
quarterfinals 


- Concern at starting 
running back 


- Offensive 
production 


- Week 5 loss to 
Missouri Western 


- Revenge win against 
Nebraska-Kearney 


-Week 9 loss to 
Nebraska-Kearney 


- Loss in Division II 
quarterfinals 


MAKAYLA POLAK | NW MISSOURIAN 


Football’s 2020 without COVID-19 


JON WALKER 
Sports Reporter | @ByJonWalker 


Since last December, we’ve 
all been without Northwest foot- 
ball. I think that after some of the 
things the Bearcats accomplished 
last season, fans were excited to 
see the program take another step 
forward in 2020. 

Obviously, with no MIAA sea- 
son and no fall sports champion- 
ships, we’ll have no clue what Rich 
Wright and company would’ve 
done in his fourth season at the 
helm of the program. 

A group of media members that 
have covered Northwest, and some 
that still actively do, would like to 
think we know exactly what this 
fall would’ve had in store for the 
Bearcats in a world without CO- 
VID-19. All predictions made are 
based on the original schedule for 
Northwest football, the one that 
excluded any coronavirus mod- 
ifications. With that being said, 
let’s begin. 


Jon Walker 
Northwest Missourian 

It’s safe to say that Northwest 
football’s season-ending perfor- 
mance against Ferris State in the 
quarterfinals was underwhelming. 
In fact, Rich Wright said in August 
he felt like the Bearcats had the 
pieces in place to win that game. 
Perhaps that sparked a revenge tour 
mindset for the program. 

I would’ve taken the Bearcats 
to finish 10-1 on their original 
schedule, including a loss to 
Fort Hays to start the season. It 
would’ve sent Bearcat Nation into 
a frenzy, but prematurely. 

The program welcomed a new 
offensive coordinator, lost focal 


points on both sides of the ball and 
would’ve had to make a six-hour 
trek to Hays, Kansas, to play anoth- 
er historic program in the MIAA. 
It'd be unrealistic to expect every- 
thing to go accordingly with all of 
the new variables in Week 1. 

Notable wins would’ve in- 
cluded the Week 3 matchup 
with Central Missouri in War- 
rensburg, Missouri, in which 
the Bearcats’ offense would’ ve 
clicked and blew out the Mules. 
Along with that, I would’ve tak- 
en the Bearcats to get revenge on 
Nebraska-Kearney in Week 9 at 
Bearcat Stadium. 

After the departure of senior 
running backs Justin Rankin and 
Isaiah Strayhorn, the uncertain- 
ties at running back would’ve 
been something to watch for. 
Along with that, Braden Wright 
would’ve been without veteran 
tight end Marqus Andrews for 
the first time in his career. But, 
the Bearcats would have a now 
seasoned dual-threat quarterback, 
along with senior wideout Imo- 
ni Donadelle and junior receiver 
LaTroy Harper as weapons on the 
outside. Of course, people can’t 
forget about senior slot receiver 
Alec Tatum either. 

Defensively, it’s a secondary that 
lost standout cornerback Chama 
Pierre, and cornerback J’Ravien An- 
derson would’ve seen his first game 
action since being injured last sea- 
son. Although, senior defensive line- 
man Sam Roberts is getting some at- 
tention from NFL scouts, but any- 
one that watched him tear through 
offensive lines last year would’ve 
guessed he’d be a strong spot for the 
Bearcats’ defense. 

I would’ ve taken the odds on the 
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Bearcats to win another share of 
the MIAA, along with having the 
opportunity to host another play- 
off game in Bearcat Stadium. Rich 
Wright has taken one step further 
into the postseason all three of his 
years with the program, but that 
would’ve changed this year. They 
get back to the quarterfinals, but the 
uncertainties on offense leave me 
with a question mark instead of an 
exclamation point. 


READ MORE 
ONLINE 


A full version of this story 
with more predictions of 
what Northwest football 
would have done this 
year is available online at 
NWMISSOURINEWS.COM 
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One and done 
MHS softball ends season 
after loss in first round. 
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Northwest Athletics hopes for 
30% capacity during basketball 


JON WALKER 


Sports Editor | @ByJonWalker 


or whatever that might be? We don’t really wan- 
na get to that point.” 


thing that could be exactly uniform across the 
league due to the simple fact that each institu- 


The MIAA announced Oct. 1 that 
winter sports had the green light to 
move forward as regularly sched- 
uled, with official practices starting 
Oct. 15 and games for men’s and women’s bas- 
ketball starting Nov. 18-19. 

Northwest Director of Athletics Andy Pe- 
terson has faced an abundance of decisions to 
make regarding Northwest sports for the 2020- 
21 school year. After the MIAA’s announce- 
ment, Peterson is trying to figure out who, if 
anyone, will get to watch games in Bearcat Are- 
na this winter. 

“T guess it made it sound like we were gon- 
na let season ticket holders in over anyone else, 
which is just not the case,” Peterson said about a 
Northwest Athletics press release. “We’re gonna 
take care of our student-athletes and their fam- 
ilies first, and then a couple of other groups. ... 
So, it’s really just — right now, it’s coming up 
with the capacity. What’s our number? How do 
we get there? And what’s the safest way to get 
there without splitting hairs and busting up dif- 
ferent infinity groups by location or price point 


Peterson’s confusion stems from comments 
on the Northwest Athletics Facebook page, spe- 
cifically on the post that announced the Universi- 
ty was surveying season ticket holders to gauge 
interest in possibly attending games this year. 

Those comments suggested that only season 
ticket holders would be able to attend. Howev- 
er, Peterson said, that’s not the case. 

It isn’t a decision that he’ll make alone. In- 
stead, it’s one that hell couple with 13 other 
athletic directors to make, and then some. 

“We do feel like we need to be as similar as 
possible across the 14 institutions when it comes 
to letting visitor fans, not letting visitor fans in 
— band, cheer, dance team, masks, no masks, 
all that stuff,” Peterson said about the MIAA 
coming together to make a uniform choice. “I 
mean, you’ve got 14 different counties. Most 
of the time, the county health departments are 
the ones that are managing the coronavirus mit- 
igation strategies and whatnot. You’ve got four 
different states with four different governors.” 

The exact number of fans allowed in each 
venue could vary, Peterson said. It isn’t some- 


tion’s circumstances could differ. The way that 
Central Missouri in Warrensburg, Missouri, 
handles its fans isn’t going to be the same as 
Newman in Wichita, Kansas. 

Even then, the way that Northwest handles 
fans in Maryville could vastly differ from the 
manner in which Missouri Western handles fans 
45 minutes down the road. 

“If we socially distance, the formula is about 
28 or 29% capacity, is about how many people 
you could have in,” Peterson said. “We’re work- 
ing off of that number and just trying to figure 
out how many butts in seats that actually is. I 
know for a fact that two of our sister institutions 
that have said through January Ist, no fans at all. 

.. It’s a challenge, but it’s something we’ lI just 
have to keep working through.” 

The Northwest Athletics website says the 
capacity for Bearcat Arena sits at 2,500 peo- 
ple. If that’s the case, the 29% Peterson men- 
tioned would allow roughly 725 spectators to 
attend games. 
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Northwest XC halts training 
amid positive COVID-19 tests 


TANNER SMITH 
Sports Reporter | @t_smit02 


Northwest cross 
country is set to com- 
pete in a makeshift 
MIAA meet Oct. 30 in 
Wichita, Kansas, but more than 
half of the men’s team is in quar- 
antine due to COVID-19. 

As of last week, two runners 
on the men’s team tested positive 
for the coronavirus. This put most 
of the team in quarantine because 
many of them live together and in- 
teract with one another. 

Some of the team has been in 
quarantine before, but with less 
than three weeks until the meet, 
the Bearcats could face some per- 
sonnel issues. 

“T think they’ Il be ready,” North- 
west coach Nick Gibson said about 
the men. “Everyone spent months 
of quarantining before and came 


back in really good shape, so two 
weeks will be nothing.” 

Gibson has had a training regi- 
men set for the team since school 
started, and the guys buy into his 
program. The team holds each oth- 
er accountable, which allows for 
the runners to make sure everyone 
is staying safe. 

Senior Tucker Dahle and junior 
Jake Norris are roommates, and 
quarantine has forced them to take 
a break from training. Their whole 
house is on the team, leaving them 
and their roommates with nothing 
to do for two weeks. 

“T don’t think this will do us 
any harm,” Dahle said. “The guys 
hold each other accountable, and 
we will be ready to go when we 
can get out.” 

The team has roughly a week left 
in quarantine, allowing them for a 
week of training before they compete. 


“We are released on the 20th to 
go back to full practice and school,” 
Dahle said. 

Cross country is considered a 
low-risk sport to contract COV- 
ID-19, according to the NCAA. 
The Bearcats felt like they had 
done a good job of staying safe up 
until the outbreak. Aside from go- 
ing to classes and being around oth- 
er students, the runners have kept 
to themselves, training for the up- 
coming meet and track and field in 
the spring. 

“We have done a good job of 
staying safe, because we try not to 
go and do things,” Norris said. “We 
focus on our running as much as we 
can so we can compete at our high- 
est level.” 

Once the runners are out of 
quarantine, they will jump right 
back into training for their outing 
in Wichita. 
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Jake Norris (right) , a junior cross country athlete, runs with his teammates 
at practice in Bearcat Stadium every day. The team prepares for its upcom- 
ing meet Oct. 30, but is unable to train together due to a few athletes testing 
positive for COVID-19. 


